Attachment 3

WAC 365-195-330 Rural element. (1) Requirements. This element is required only of counties. This
element shall include lands that are not designated for urban growth, agriculture, forest, or mineral
resources. The rural element shall permit land uses that are compatible with the rural character of such
lands and provide for a variety of rural densities. '

(2) Recommendations for meeting requirements. The following steps are recommended in preparing
the rural element

(a) Identification of rural lands.

(b) Identification of the amount of population growth within the twenty-year planning period which will
be permitted to live or work on rural lands. This population should be consistent with an area of
low-density where the full array of urban governmental services is not available.

(c) Adoption of policies for the development of such lands, including:

(i) Identification of the general type of uses to be permitted;

(i) Provision for a variety of densities for residential, commercial, and industrial development
consistent with maintenance of the rural character of the area. Consideration should be given to policies

allowing the approval of planned unit developments, density averaging, cluster housing, and innovative
techniques of managing development within overall parameters of rural density.

(iii) Establishment of a definition of rural governmental services which identifies the limited public

acilities and services which should be provided to persons living or working in rural areas.

(iv) Determination of appropriate buffers between agricultural, forest, and mineral resource lands of
long-term commiercial significance and rural lands.

(v) Provisions regulating development at the boundary of urban growth areas so as not to foreclose the
possible eventual orderly inclusion of such areas within urban growth areas.

(d) Adoption|of policies for preservation of the rural character of such lands, including:

(i) Preservation of critical areas, consistent with private property rights;

(ii) Continuation of agricultural uses, the cultivation of timber, and excavation of mineral resources on
lands not designated as possessing long-term commercial significance for such uses;

(i1i) Encouragement of the use of rural lands for recreational pursults which preserve open space and are
environmentally benign;

(iv) Adoption of strategies for the acquisition of natural areas of high scenic value;

(v) Establishment of criteria for environmental protection, including programs to control nonpoint
sources of water pollution and to preserve and enhance habitat for fish and wildlife.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 36.70A.190 (4)(b). 92-23-065, § 365-195-330, filed 11/17/92, effective 12/18/92.]




WAC 365-190-050 Agricultural lands. (1) In classifying agricultural lands of long-term significance
for the production of food or other agricultural products, counties and cities shall use the land-capability
classification system of the United States Department of Agriculture Soil Conservation Service as
defined in Agriculture Handbook No. 210. These eight classes are incorporated by the United States
Department of Agriculture into map units described in published soil surveys. These categories
incorporate consideration of the growing capacity, productivity and soil composition of the land.
Counties and cities shall also consider the combined effects of proximity to population areas and the
possibility of more intense uses of the land as indicated by:

(a) The availability of public facilities;

(b) Tax status;

(c) The availability of public services;

(d) Relationship or proximity to urban growth areas;

(e) Predominant parcel size;

(f) Land use settlement pattems and their compatibility with agricultural practices;

(g) Intensity of nearby land uses;

(h) History of land development permits issued nearby;

(1) Land values under alternative uses; and

(j) Proximity of markets.

(2) In defining categories of agricultural lands of long-term commercial significance for agricultural
production, counties and cities should consider using the classification of prime and unique farmland
soils as mapped by the Soil Conservation Service. If a county or city chooses to not use these categories,
the rationale for that decision must be included in its next annual report to department of community
development.

(3) Counties and cities may further classify additional agricultural lands of local importance.
Classifying additional agricultural lands of local importance should include consultation with the board
of the local conservation district and the local agriculture stabilization and conservation service
committee.

These additional lands may also include bogs used to grow cranberries. Where these lands are also
designated critical areas, counties and cities planning under the act must weigh the compatibility of
adjacent land uses and development with the continuing need to protect the functions and values of
critical areas and ecosystems.
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